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LECTURE EXAMINES CLIMATE CHANGE, DISEASE RELATIONSHIP 
MISSOULA—
Rita Colwell, one of the world’s foremost scientific experts on emerging infectious 
diseases, will give the next installment of the President’s Lecture Series at The University of 
Montana on Monday, April 14.
Her presentation, “Oceans, Climate and Human Health: The Cholera Paradigm,” 
begins at 8 p.m. in the University Theatre.
An authority on marine science, Colwell will talk about research on emerging diseases 
in the waters of both the developed and developing world.
Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., she will give a seminar titled “Infectious 
Diseases, Climate and the Environment” in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
Both events are free and open to the public and presented in collaboration with the 
Montana-Ecology of Infectious Diseases education and research program.
Colwell, a former director of the National Science Foundation, is senior adviser and 
honorary chair of Canon U.S. Life Sciences Inc. and a distinguished university professor at 
both the University of Maryland at College Park and Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg 
School of Public Health.
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She currently is developing an international network to address emerging infectious 
diseases and the importance of safe drinking water. Her research on the water-borne pathogen 
responsible for deadly outbreaks of cholera in the developing world has led to actions that 
significantly improved drinking water and reduced the number of deaths in affected regions.
Colwell holds a bachelor’s degree in bacteriology and a master’s degree in genetics 
from Purdue University. She received a doctorate in oceanography from the University of 
Washington and has been awarded 49 honorary degrees from institutions of higher education, 
including her alma mater, Purdue.
She has written 17 books and more than 700 scientific publications and produced the 
award-winning film “Invisible Seas.” Among her many awards are the 2006 National Medal of 
Science and the Order of the Rising Sun Gold and Silver Star bestowed by the emperor of 
Japan. A geological site in Antarctica, Colwell Massif, has been named in recognition of her 
work in polar regions.
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